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Opposition to Bill 43 and request for non-refundable levy

Alberta Lamb Producers is our dynamic partner in building a 
sustainable thriving industry for sheep producers.

Sheep producers in Alberta want to maintain a strong voice through our industry organisation “Alberta Lamb Producers”. We register our opposition to Bill 43 which makes check off payments refundable without the requested plebiscite of members. 

Alberta Lamb Producers is a conduit between government and producers, both taking grass roots input to government and also communicating details of new legislation and initiatives to producers. Alberta Lamb Producers and the engagement of their members are largely responsible for the good uptake of Premises Identification requirements and good compliance with the Canadian Sheep Identification Program – both vital to the government’s mandate for traceability. 
Alberta Lamb Producers is committed to the improvement and expansion of the lamb industry in Alberta which will benefit all producers and the province. This livestock sector has increasing domestic demand and great potential for increased productivity and profitability. Without strong leadership and a united push for progress, this industry could be relegated to hobby status and its growing market left to be filled by imported product.
The justification, lack of consultation and the manner in which Bill 43 was enacted, are disturbing, especially when the real experience of refundable check off in other commodities has proven extremely problematic. This action also sets back a national industry initiative to command check off on imported product, currently over 50% of domestic supply.

Under current Bill 43 legislation, refundable check off is a reality, but we support Alberta Lamb Producers’ proposal that the Minister consider designating a proportion of the check off as a non-refundable levy. This would cover the costs of collecting and refunding check off and would make a contribution to the “basic services” that the Minister indicated must be supplied to all producers, even those who have claimed a refund. If I do not subscribe to a magazine – the publisher does not send me a copy or even the cover. 

All producers benefit from the activities of Alberta Lamb Producers, especially as they collaborate with Agriculture & Rural Development to develop programs such as the Sheep Electronic Identification Incentive Program. Our check off provides this infrastructure and also access to funding to provide benefits for the whole industry. All members have opportunity for input and to stand as director to guide their direction and purpose.
Sincerely

Sign and print name

