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Provincial Grazing Reserves
Background (Agriculture & Rural Development): There are 32 provincial grazing reserves located throughout Alberta, administered by Alberta Sustainable Resource Development. Some of the reserves, or community pastures, are natural (native) grassland, while others have been partially cleared and seeded to tame forage. They range in size from 6,602 acres (Seven Persons) to 76,681 acres (Pinhorn). The overall average is close to 22,500 acres.

The main purpose of these reserves is to provide summer pasture for Alberta's farmers and ranchers on public land, enabling them to use their own land for crop and hay production.
The sheep industry in Alberta is currently expanding to meet high market demand for local lamb while enjoying strong high prices. We are seeing growth of existing operations and the entry of new producers to take advantage of the considerable opportunities for successful and profitable businesses.

One of the challenges faced is the lack of access to community pastures for sheep operations. The 32 provincial grazing reserves in Alberta total 720,000 acres and provide over 300,000 AUMs of grazing, we are not aware of any associations that offer grazing for sheep. We understand that current legislation allows for the grazing of both cattle and sheep. Both Alberta Lamb Producers and our members individually, have approached grazing associations and have not been successful in opening this facility to sheep producers. 
Access to community pastures would assist our industry in achieving its widely acknowledged growth potential. The grazing habits of sheep are beneficial to good management systems, providing a sustainable alternative especially now the Alberta cattle herd is reduced.  
The sheep industry in Alberta requests that clear direction be given to community pasture operators to offer grazing for sheep.
Sincerely,
Sheep Producer
