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Message from the Chair
Norine Moore
Alberta Lamb Producers Chair and Zone 1 Director
403 549 2464
wnsheep@xplornet.com

N’ewe

The new provincial Agriculture Minister, Jack Hayden, has been hosting
roundtable discussions around the province with members of all of the com-
modity groups. Thursday, March 25, members of the sheep industry were
invited to attend the session which included representatives of the elk, bison,
goat, horse, and other diversified livestock producers.

The new minister gets high marks for his interest in what the issues are in
each industry and what the various groups feel are possible solutions to these
issues. While everyone acknowledges that resources are limited—both in
industry organizations, and in Alberta Agriculture—there are some possible
solutions that can be explored on a collaborative basis.

The ALP representatives bought to the attention of this meeting some prob-
lems that we feel are hampering the expansion of our industry. Education for
producers is a big obstacle to industry advancement. Interested and new to
the industry people need a solid foundation to become profitable producers
and education is the way to accomplish this. Seasoned producers and those
interested in diversification could increase profits with management educa-
tion.

Predation is a barrier to the expansion of our industry in Alberta. The Sas-
katchewan government has recently announced predation compensation for
sheep producers in that province. Although this program may not be suitable
for Alberta, ALP would like to make the minister aware of the seriousness of
predation and to explore possible solutions and tools to enable producers to
deal with this problem.

The tone of the roundtable meeting made me hopeful that ALP can develop
a productive relationship with Minister Hayden, and we will continue to make
him aware of both the positives and negatives in the Alberta sheep industry.

There is no such thing as a travel tag. It is illegal for a sheep or lamb to leave its
farm of origin without a CSIP tag in its ear! Taking a CSIP tag in your pocket or
in your truck will not prevent a fine, if you are stopped, and it will not be ac-
ceptable to the receiver of the animal—whether it is a veterinarian, an auction,
a processor or anyone else. Always place a CSIP tag in the ear of your animal,

according to the manufacturer’s instructions, before it leaves the farm of origin.

There are no exceptions to this rule.
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AROUND THE COLLEGES

What’s new at Lakeland College, Vmilion

s S o3 TR
Lakeland College’s sheep flock of 125 Canadian Arcott
ewes and 25 Polled Dorset ewes serves as a teaching tool
for animal science and livestock production students. It is

also part of Lakeland’s expanded Student Managed Farm.

Currently students in the sheep production course are
lambing the ewe flock. This season has been challeng-
ing, with many multiple births. Of the 60 ewes that have
lambed, 14 have given birth to triplets and three have
had quadruplets. They have produced 107 live lambs. As
the ewes return to the outside barn after lambing only
two lambs are left on each ewe. There are 17 lambs in the
orphan pen.
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The Student Managed Farm sheep unit is managed by
Michael Greschner and six other second year diploma
students. These students have regular meetings and
make decisions about everything from feed to marketing
to long term planning for Lakeland’s sheep unit. The stu-
dents are currently organizing an applied research trial
comparing prepared Masterfeed creep feed with Lake-
land’s on-farm mix. The ewes and lambs are randomly
assigned to pens with one of the two creep rations. The
two to seven day old lambs eat whichever creep feed
they prefer.

The students have decided to continue breeding a
percentage of the Arcott ewes to a Suffolk ram. “These
lambs grow very rapidly and can be marketed at a young
age. The F1 ewe lambs make excellent commercial ewes
as well,” says Greschner. A few of the Arcotts were mated
to the Dorset ram. These Arcott Dorset ewe lambs will
make excellent replacement ewes and should have an
extended breeding season.

The polled Dorset flock was established by purchasing
25 ewe lambs from Bob and Gail Irvine of Ontario. “The
Dorset ewe lambs are sired by a son of a New Zealand
ram. The plan is to produce moderate size Dorset rams
with out-of-season breeding genetics,” says Greschner.
The ewe lambs are lambing now with many of them hav-
ing twins.

Lakeland College is in the second year of the Alberta
Lamb Traceability Project. Lambs receive an electronic
identification tag at birth and are entered into the Farm-
Works sheep management software program. Staff and
students are anxiously awaiting the arrival of an auto-
matic drafting crate which will allow lambs to be sorted
when moving through a race.

For more information on Lakeland College’s Student
Managed Farm visit www.lakelandcollege.ca, phone 1
800 661 6490, or contact Michael Greschner at 1 306 238
7979.

Winter Sheep Feeding

Lorraine Miller, Carbon
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In short, approved
tags will read for the
lifetime of the sheep
as long as they are
used properly and
haven’t been dam-
aged. So before you
take the stories of
‘dodgy’ tags seriously
- get proof.

.. more interesting dehates
Susan Hosford, ARD

Producers in Alberta and Canada are learning to use electronic management systems — RF ID tags are part of those sys-
tems. A short few years ago the debate was solely on the cost of RF ID tags. New approved tags and expanding market
demand have helped reduce costs significantly.

As more sheep get RF ID tags, the debates are over the "best" tags, easy to use tags, tag application technique, how
long tags stay in ears, or maybe, why do you need a different applicator for every tag type? Those debates really have
been going on for as long as we've been tagging sheep. New to the debate is the "dud" RF ID tag, the tag that "occa-
sionally doesn't read", or "seems not to read".

Now, there is opinion and there is accurate information—not always the same. The Alberta pilot project has about
100,000 tags on sheep since 2007. We admit we are pretty new at this, but we have yet to definitely identify a tag
(transponder) that doesn’t read, or reads poorly when compared to one that reads properly. Tag readability problems
have been the tag reader (transceiver), electronic interference, the person operating the tag reader, or a tag that has
been damaged, maybe while trying to "recycle it." Yes, we humans will tamper with anything that says "tamper resist-
ant."

So is there a definitive answer to "Will the transponder wear out before the sheep does?" | contacted Mark Tereszczak,
one of the European members of the ISO/ICAR expert panel working on electronic tag and reader standards. The short
answer is "it all depends."

Tags (transponders) are not all built the same. Some have faulty engineering to begin with, some develop faults over
time, some have faulty components and some are damaged at some time in the life of the tag. Extensive testing is
done so tags meet international standards. The ISO (International Standards Organization) website lists tags that have
gone through testing for extreme heat, extreme cold, humidity, shock, vibration, etc. All Canadian Sheep Identification
Program (CSIP) approved tags must be ISO/ICAR approved and must be farm-tested using Canadian testing protocols.

CSIP approved RF ID tags should read for as long the sheep lives. RFID tags are "asleep” until a reader activates them.
There are no moving parts to wear out. "Sleepy" or "lazy" tags are most often a result of humidity getting into the tag.
Humidity is the great enemy of all electronics. Some tags have components embedded in plastic; water can permeate
plastic. Some tags use a glass capsule to keep out humidity. Glass capsules can be cracked. When we found readability
issues in training sessions it was because we were using more than one handheld reader, or there was a panel reader
and a handheld reader. Transmission signals interfere with each other so the readers didn’t always read tags perfectly.
We found similar electrical interference at the lamb processor.

In short, approved tags will read for the lifetime of the sheep as long as they are used properly and haven't been dam-
aged. So before you take the stories of "dodgy" tags seriously — get proof. If a tag doesn’t read well when all others do
and the reading situation is identical then, maybe, we talk "dud" tags.
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Canadian Sheep Federation

2010 Bluetongue Insurance for Sheep
Available until June 30th!

Canada’s sheep farmers now have a proactive tool to
manage the growing threat of loss due to Bluetongue
disease.The Bluetongue Insurance Policy for Sheep has
been designed in such a way that producers who have
coverage, and have been diagnosed with any of the 25
serotypes of Bluetongue disease will receive compensa-
tion above and beyond CFIA compensation. This volun-
tary insurance supplements funding provided to sheep
farmers through current government agricultural assist-
ance programs.

For more information on the BT Insurance program visit:
http://cansheep.ca/cms/en/Programs/BluetongueProgram/
BluetongueProgram.aspx

For more information on Bluetongue Disease:
http://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/Factsheets/pdfs/bluetongue.
pdf

For more program information call toll free 1-866-820-
4236.

A, Southern Alberta
. Sheep Breeders Association

SASBA is a sheep producer group that was
organized in the early 1900s, to help fellow
sheep farmers with the selling of wool. The assets they
had were sold for shares in the Canadian Co-operative
Wool Growers. With the dividend and donations, we
keep our group financed. We usually try to have a yearly
producer day featuring a variety of topics (we are open
to suggestions) and a BBQ on the first Wednesday of Au-
gust. This year it will take place on August 4th at Kinsmen
Park in Coaldale. We also help the local 4-H clubs.

We are always looking for new members, and since there
are new sheep farmers, we would like ideas to keep our
group active. We usually have our Annual General Meet-
ing the day as the zone 2 meeting. The members of this
group come from the area south of Highway 1.

For more information call John Haarman (403) 381-4881
or Annemarie van Garderen (403) 738-4736.
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Your industry needs you
to provide your input and direction

Alberta Lamb Producers is a dynamic partner in building
a sustainable, thriving sheep industry for all stakeholders.

To effectively fulfil our mission, we need you to be an ac-
tive partner in your industry. Share your industry success-
es and challenges; provide some thoughts on activities
you feel would benefit your industry. Let us know what
types of producer workshops you need—where are the
gaps in your knowledge and experience?

In June, Alberta Lamb Producers will have a strategic
planning workshop; we need your input to help us
review and possibly revise the business plan. We can
best represent you if you talk to us. Contact your director
and ask to participate in your local zone advisory group.
(contact information is on the back page.)

We will be reviewing the boundaries of the seven zones in
Alberta to provide the best representation we can for Alberta
producers, and to create more equality for the zone director
areas. We would welcome your suggestions, input and offers
to assist with this task. Call us!

N’ewesline S

Do you receive N'ewesline - the fastest way to learn
what is new and of benefit to your business? All emails
are blind-copied and your address stays confidential.
No junk, SPAM or jokes—just important information.

To sign up, or let us know of changes to your e-mail ad-
dress - admin@ablamb.ca.

Ly

Premises Identification (PID), where is it?

If you have submitted an application for a Premises ID and
have not yet received your number, call (Rite 310-0000)
780-422-9167 and inquire. The ARD staff is having diffi-
culty contacting some of the applicants to obtain neces-
sary information before a PID can be issued; you may be
one of them.

Give them a call; you need your PID for use on trans-
port manifests and to order CSIP tags.

PID application submitted

No response?

Action!
Call (Rite) 780-422-9167
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Producers' Event Calendar

What When Plus Other Information

Alberta Lamb Producers
Workshops

Producer input requested Producer input requested Contact ALP
admin@ablamb.ca or 403-948-1522

ALP Beginner Shearing School Peace country Contact ALP 403-948-1522 for further information

- location needed

ALP Directors Meeting Alberta Sheep Centre, April 16 and 17
Airdrie

All Canada Sheep Classic Richmond, Quebec May 21 to 23

ALP Strategic Planning TBD June 11 and 12

Fibre Week Olds College, Olds June 25 to July 2

Calgary Stampede Calgary July 9to 18

AB Traceability Pilot Olds College, Olds and July 13 everyone

Field Days Lakeland College, July 15 welcome
Vermilion Call ALP 403-948-1522 to book

Colonial Days - Lloydminister Fair ~ Lloydminister July 14to0 18

Westerner Days Red Deer July 21 to 25

Medicine Hat Medicine Hat July 28 to 31

Exhibition and Stampede Volunteers needed

SASB Summer Picnic Kinsmen Park, Coaldale August 4, for information call Annemarie van

Garderen (403) 738-4736

ALP presentation to AB Agriculture J. G. O'Donoghue Bldg, September 2

and Rural Development Edmonton
ALP Directors Meeting Edmonton September 2 and 3
BBQ on The Bow Festival Calgary September 4 and 5

ALP Annual Zone Meetings All seven zones Late October/early November

details coming soon

Canadian Sheep Federation Calgary November 2 to 4

Annual Meeting and Conference

ALP Directors Meeting Alberta Sheep Centre, November 5
Airdrie

Farmfair - CGEE Edmonton November 5 to 14

2011 Alberta Sheep Symposium

Leduc, Alberta

October 22 to 24, 2011
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Alberta Lamb Producers 2010

Zone #1 - Norine Moore (Nanton, Pincher Creek, Cardston, Fort Macleod)
Address: Box 203, Stavely, Alberta TOL 1Z0 Cell: 403 625 6119
Phone: 403 549 2464  Fax: 403 549 2465 E-mail: wnsheep@xplornet.com
Zone #2- John Haarman (Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Manyberries, Milk River)
Address: Box 106, Diamond City AB TOKOTO  Cell: 403 330 9087
Phone: 403 381 4881  Fax: 403 381 0288 E-mail: couleeviewtexel@caylix.com
Zone #3 - Kathleen Parker (Olds, Calgary, Vulcan, Brooks, Drumheller)
Address: Box 338, Three Hills, AB TOM 2A0
Phone: 403 443 7220 Fax: 403 443 2153 E-mail: parkerstockfarm@xplornet.com
Zone #4- Irene Rutledge (Wetaskiwin, Red Deer, Coronation, Rocky Mountain House)
Address: Box 61, Monitor, AB TOC 2A0 Cell: 403 575 1454
Phone: 403 577 2382  Fax: 403 577 3348 E-mail: prutledge@xplornet.com
Zone #5- Bryanna Kumpula (Thorhild, Edmonton, Drayton Valley, Whitecourt)
Address: Box 1868, Lac La Biche, AB TOA 2C0
Phone: 780 995 6398  E-mail: bkumpula@gmail.ca
Zone #6- Ronald den Broeder
Address: RR # 3, Barrhead, AB T7N 1N4
Phone/Fax: 780 674 4050 E-mail: broeder@eronafarms.ca
Zone #7- Phil Kolodychuk (High Level, Grande Prairie, Valleyview, High Prairie)
Address: Box 197, Bluesky, Alberta TOH 0JO
Phone: 780 835 2112  Fax: 780) 835 2181 E-mail: philk@abnorth.com
ALP Office
Margaret Cook, Executive Director (Rite) 403 948 8533 info@ablamb.ca
Jill McInnis, Administration 403 948 1522 admin@ablamb.ca
Address: Agriculture Centre, 97 East Lake Ramp NE, Airdrie, AB T4A 0C3
Fax: 403 912- 1455 www.ablamb.ca www.albertalamb.ca

Call your director or the office to tell us about the workshop or information you need - help us to help you.

When reprinting articles from N'ewesletter, credit must be given to the ALP and/or the author,
if applicable. No changes may be made without ALP’s, or the author’s, written permission.

Our thanks go to DLFOA/ALMA for their funding contribution to this newsletter.



