
Pole Building – Building Cost Examples  
 
The following two pole building cost examples illustrate how much building cost can vary depending on 
the design and size of the building.  The first example outlines the estimated costs of an enclosed, 
insulated pole building.  The second example outlines the cost of a larger open, unheated building 
designed to store hay.  Costs in these examples range from $5.00/foot to $25.00/foot.   Actual costs 
would be higher depending on whether water, heating, and/or electrical systems are desired. 
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General cost ranges for pole style agriculture buildings 

• Laminated wood post-frame building structure 
• Colored metal cladding exterior walls and roof 
• Overhead doors, man doors and windows. 
• Interior insulation and colored metal liner panels 
• Labour to erect the structure (estimated to be approximately 50% of building cost) 
• Installation of metal cladding and accessories. 
• Installation of OH door, man doors and windows 
• Installation of interior finish. 

  
• Not included in the cost estimates would be; 
• Plans and permits 
• Site work, fill or gravel 
• Concrete floor slab 
• Mechanical or electrical 

 
• Height approximately 12 feet to the bottom of the roof trusses 
• 3,000 – 7,000 square feet – budget approximately $25.00/square foot 
• 7,000 – 10,000 square feet – budget approximately $18.00/square foot 
• Buildings above about 10,000 square feet can face additional costs due to development and 

building permits and may require engineering services.  
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July, 2012 
 

• Pole style hay-shed 
o Height – 18 feet to the bottom of the roof truss 
o Tin roof with 4 foot of tin sheeting below the eve 
o Size – 40 feet by 420 feet (16,800 square feet) 
o Capacity for hay = 1,260 five-foot round bales (8 wide, 3 high, 84 rows long) 
o Total cost $85,000 (materials and construction)  
o Roughly $5.00/square foot 
o Materials were 50% of total cost. 

 
Barry Yaremcio, M. Sc., P. Ag. 
  
Beef and Forage Specialist 
Ag-Info Centre 
Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development 
Stettler, AB 
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